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Storytelling Adverbs 

Storytelling Adverbs and Phrases 

1. Fill in the gaps using the following terms. 
 

 

 

 

a) He got exactly 51% on his test, so he only just passed. 

 

b) It will take a long time, but eventually I’ll learn Spanish. 

 

c) A lot of people think Sydney is the capital of Australia, but actually it's Canberra. 

 

d) At first I really didn't like my new housemate, but now we get a long really well. 

 

e) The problem is quite complicated, but basically we don't have enough RAM. 

 

f) He deliberately burned his business down for the insurance money. 

 

g) I was walking down the street when suddenly a homeless man started shouting at me. 

 

h) He was trying to hit the ball, but he accidentally hit me instead. 

 

I) I lost my wallet but at least there wasn't much money in it. 

 

j) It seemed like a good idea at the time, but in hindsight I can see quitting my job was a mistake. 

 

k) That movie was without a doubt the worst movie I’ve ever seen. I’m 100% sure.  

 

l) I’m not sure but I think Brazil will probably win the world cup. They’re very good. 

 

eventually  accidentally  exactly   suddenly  

actually   deliberately   basically  without a doubt 

at first   in hindsight  probably  at least 
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Storytelling Adverbs 

2. Pair work:  student A read story 1. Student B read story 2. Find at least 5 places to add 
the phrases from exercise 1. Then read the story to your partner.  Teacher’s note: There are more 
than 5 possible places to put the adverb in each story. Below some of them are marked. 
Story 1. 

A long time ago I was waiting at traffic lights to cross the road. Suddenly a tall man 

walked up and stood beside me. He was eating an apple pastry from a bakery. Suddenly  
His pastry accidentally slipped from his hands, and without thinking I caught it. At first it 
didn’t seem like a big deal, but then I suddenly realised I actually had no idea what to do. 

Without a doubt, I couldn’t give him his food back, it was already dripping through my 

fingers. But I also didn’t want to throw it away, that would have been rude. So I just froze, 

holding his pastry in my hand, him looking down at me. In hindsight he probably thought I 

was crazy. It seemed to take forever, but eventually the lights changed, and he crossed 

the road. I eventually found a bin and threw away the pastry. In hindsight I should have 

thrown it away immediately. It was without a doubt/probably the most embarrassing thing 

that has ever happened to me. 

Story 2.  

I actually met my girlfriend in a very unusual way. I went paintballing with my friends for 

the first time a few years ago. I knew everybody on our team, but the other team were 

strangers. Eventually The paintball employee explained the rules. He said basically the 

number one rule is that if you get hit, you have to lie down. I didn’t actually really listen to 

the other rules. Eventually the match started, and it was without a doubt /probably the 

most fun I’ve ever had! Paintballs were flying, people were shouting, and I accidentally 

shot my own teammate! He wasn’t exactly very happy with me. Suddenly A girl in bright 

red clothes jumped in front of me, which was strange because everybody else was 

wearing black. I started shooting at her, and I hit her twice, maybe more, but she just ran 

away! I was sure she was cheating! I ran after her and deliberately shot her three more 

times, she shouted something at me, but I couldn’t understand because of her mask, so I 

shot her again. She pulled up her mask and shouted “I’m the referee!!!” In hindsight I 
probably should have listened to the rules. It was embarrassing, but at least I have a 

girlfriend now! 
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Storytelling Adverbs 

3. Think of a story from your own life. Think of several places in your story where you can 

use the vocabulary above. If you can’t think of anything, here are a few suggestions: 

1. The story of a bad injury 

2. The best/worst holiday you have ever had 

3. How you met your partner 

4. A time you had a difficult choice 

5. A time you made a big mistake 

 

4. Extra task. / Homework 

Student A watch the short animated film “Snack Attack” by Eduardo Verasegui on youtube.  

Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=38y_1EWIE9I&t=3s 

Student B watch the short film “The Present” by Jacob Frey on youtube. 

Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WjqiU5FgsYc 

Summarize the story of the film you watched, and next lesson you will describe the story 

to you partner. Try to use the vocabulary from page 1. 
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