
 
 

- 1 - 
©www.quick-and-easy-english.com 

Guess the place! Modal Verbs  

 

Guess the place! 
This is a fun way to practice modal verbs of obligation, permission and prohibition with 
your students.  

Instructions: 

1. Start of by teaching/reviewing the modal verbs they will need for this activity.  

 

 

 

2. Clarify sentence structure 

 

For example: You can’t eat here.  
 

3. Use one of the cards as an example. Ask the students to guess the place you are 
describing. 
 

 

 

 

You have to whisper.  

You may do research.  

You can borrow books. 

Where is it? 

Answer: The library 

 

 

4. Once the students have understood the game split them into pairs or groups, hand 
out the cut up cards from the worksheet and let them play! 

 

 

   

Can  Ability, permission 

Can’t Lack of ability, forbidden 

May  Permission  
Must  Obligation  
Mustn’t  Forbidden 

Have to  Obligation  
Don’t have to  Not an obligation. You have a choice.  

 

LIBRARY 

• Whisper 

• Do research 

• Borrow books 

 


